[bookmark: _GoBack]Prep Your Home to Sell This Spring
By _________________________________
President, (Home Builders Association)

Whether you would like more space to accommodate a home office, gym or play area for the kids, the current home buyer’s market makes it an ideal time to make a change. If you are planning to sell your home to purchase a new one this year, it is important to make sure your existing home is presented in the best possible shape to attract bids from potential buyers. From freshening up the exterior of your home to addressing small home repairs, there are several ways to improve your chances of attracting a buyer. 

Create Curb Appeal. Perspective buyers like to drive-by homes they are interested in before seeking out more details about their future home. Keep your lawn neatly mowed and tend to plants. Simple enhancements like a fresh coat of paint on the trim of your home or a new door are eye-catching features to help pique the interest of buyers. 

Keep the Interior Tidy. Cleanliness inside your home is essential. Leaving your home unkept could turn away potential buyers. Thoroughly clean carpets, floors, baseboards, curtains, windows, and especially all the surfaces and appliances in your bathrooms and kitchens. 

Tackle Indoor Odors. Ensuring your home looks inviting is important but so is the scent of freshness. To keep kitchen odors away, make sure the trash is removed and keep the sink clear of dirty dishes. Other odors in your home can come from dirty laundry or kitty litter boxes. Experts recommend tackling the causes of offensive smells first, instead of masking them with air fresheners.

Make Small Home Repairs. Everything should work in your home to help attract a buyer. If you ignore items like burned-out light bulbs or leaky faucets, it could raise red flags with buyers. Unattended items will be found by home inspectors, so it is best to address repairs promptly.

Declutter Living Spaces. Clear all bedrooms and living areas of personal items. Prospective buyers need to visualize their furnishings and possessions fitting in the space. Consider temporarily moving some furniture or boxes to the homes of friends or family or rent a storage space. 

To learn more about the home selling and buying process contact [insert local HBA information]. 

