Find Your Path in Residential Construction
by _______________________,
President, [Home Builders Association]
[bookmark: _Int_K3jfqab6]Whether you have a student weighing their options after high school or are considering a career change yourself, the residential construction industry offers a range of rewarding, in-demand opportunities. With 326,000 openings across the industry, skilled tradespeople in carpentry, plumbing, electrical and more are needed across the country.
For many, these careers offer a chance to earn a quality living without taking on the cost of a traditional four-year degree. In 2025, the median construction wage was $61,370 -- higher than the U.S. median annual wage of $50,980 -- and the top 25% of construction workers earned at least $83,480. Meanwhile, 47% of students from four-year institutions graduated with debt and owed an average of $29,560, according to the College Board's 2025 Trends in College Pricing and Student Aid report.
Here are three skilled trades to consider:
Carpentry
Experienced carpenters are needed in all areas of residential construction. It is a good fit for people who like seeing plans come to life, as their work involves framing walls, installing doors and more in new and existing homes. With experience, carpenters can move into roles such as crew leader and foreman or open their own company. In 2025, the national average wage for carpenters was $66,470 ($31.96 per hour).
Plumbing
Plumbers are in high demand nationwide and essential for all homes, from the first pipe laid in new construction to a leak fixed years later. This path is great for people who like solving problems and fixing things themselves. Once training is complete, plumbers can work in new construction single-family homes, multifamily complexes, remodels and eventually move up to run their own crew or business. In 2025, the national average wage for plumbers was $71,870 ($34.56 per hour).
Electrical
Electricians combine technical knowledge with precision and attention to detail to install and service all electrical systems needed in a home. This field is a practical choice for people who are interested in how things work and want a hands-on career. With experience, electricians can specialize in certain areas like solar installation, move into supervisory roles or start their own business. In 2025, the national average wage for electricians was $70,190 ($33.75 per hour).
The residential construction industry offers many well-paid, high-demand careers. Contact [Insert local home builders association name] to learn more about local opportunities! [insert HBA URL]

