2026 National Homeownership Month Toolkit
Talking Points
Throughout National Homeownership Month in June, NAHB encourages local and state home builders associations to utilize these talking points in conversations with media to highlight the benefits of homeownership.
Benefits of Homeownership
· Homeownership offers households one of the most reliable paths to accumulate assets and build wealth over time. Owning a home often builds equity that individuals and families can tap into for retirement, healthcare needs or unexpected hardships. 
· Homeownership is more than a financial milestone. It is a source of pride, accomplishment, social stability and peace of mind for many people.
· Home owners are more likely than renters to stay rooted in an area and give back. Through volunteering, school and community activities, and property maintenance, home owners contribute to creating strong and healthy communities.
Facts about Homeownership
· The U.S. homeownership rate was 65.7% in the fourth quarter of 2025, according to the Census Bureau's Housing Vacancy Survey (HVS). 
· Younger buyers are showing signs of momentum. The homeownership rate for those under the age of 35 rose to 37.9% in the last quarter of 2025, a 1.6% increase over 2024, according to the Census Bureau's Housing Vacancy Survey (HVS). 
· In 2026, 65% of U.S. households cannot afford a median-priced new home. At a median price of $413,595 and a 30-year mortgage rate of 6%, approximately 88.2 million households are priced out of the market. 
· Nationwide, 52% of households (70 million) cannot afford a $300,000 home, while the median-priced new home costs more than $400,000, according to NAHB’s 2026 Priced-Out Analysis.   
· Even a small increase in home prices can have a large impact on housing affordability. A $1,000 increase in the median new home cost prices more than 150,000 households out of the market, according to NAHB’s 2026 Priced-Out Analysis.   
· The first-time buyer share rose to 34% in February 2026, up from 31% in January, according to NAHB analysis of data from the National Association of Realtors.
· Aging-in-place features like zero-step entries and walk-in showers make homeownership an opportunity for everyone at every stage of life. About 43,000 homes were built in age-restricted communities in 2024, according to NAHB analysis. 

